




Population and Demographic Data 

*Monroe MSA includes Ouachita & Union Parishes. 
Population figures are July estimates. 
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Wage and Salary Disbursements  
as Percent  

of Area Personal Income 

Area Per Capita  
Personal Income as 
% of U.S. Per Capita 

Personal Income 

  2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2004 2005 

Louisiana 52.7% 52.8% 53.0% 52.5% 59.6% 82.0% 72.0% 

NE Louisiana 46.7% 47.3% 45.6% 45.1% 45.1% 71.2% 70.8% 

Caldwell 28.1% 29.4% 29.4% 28.6% 29.2% 61.0% 61.0% 

East Carroll 35.4% 38.4% 33.3% 35.2% 35.3% 55.0% 54.0% 

Franklin 32.5%



2003-2004 Median Household Income by Parish, NE Louisiana, State, and US 

  
2003: Median 

Household Income 

2004: Median 
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Labor Force Statistics 

BUSI NESS AND ECONOMI C CLI MATE   

Labor Force 

 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 

City of Monroe 22,715 23,044 22,714 22,611 22,279 

Caldwell 4,434 4,442 4,276 4,337 4,374 

E. Carroll 3,097 3,147 3,017 2,919 2,982 

Franklin 7,989 8,097 7,749 7,827 7,761 

Jackson 6,570 6,586 6,419 6,435 6,437 

Lincoln 18,589 18,367 18,345 18,673 18,580 

Madison 5,055 5,040 4,670 4,686 4,649 

Morehouse 12,512 12,769 11,881 11,725 11,475 

Ouachita 71,659 72,477 71,621 72,685 71,950 

Richland 8,439 8,813 8,452 8,576 8,560 

Tensas 2,322 2,432 2,268 2,300 2,301 

Union 10,484 10,655 10,394 10,491 10,394 

W. Carroll 4,795 4,790 4,555 4,725 5,202 

NE Louisiana 155,945 157,615 153,647 155,379 154,665 

Louisiana 2,010,850 2,025,006 2,039,182 2,077,123 1,990,120 

2002-2004 data revised 2005; 2005-

-
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Labor Force Statistics (continued) 
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Business Climate Data 
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Construction Permits for Monroe MSA by Parish: 2005-2006 

 Number of Projects Dwelling Units Square Feet (000's) Value (millions $) 

 2006 2005 2006 2005 2006 2005 2006 2005 %Change 

Total Non-

Residential 
28 32 n/a n/a 412 279 $44.8 $37.9 18.2% 

     Ouachita                 25 30 n/a n/a 301 276 $37.0 $37.4 -1.1% 

     Union 3 2 n/a n/a 112 4 $7.8 $0.5 * 

Total  
Residential 

761 541 763 546 1,603 1,142 $122.7 $83.8 46.4% 
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Estimated Non-Auto Retail Sales for Ouachita Parish

$2,199,581,097 $2,208,213,098

$2,047,923,335

$1,911,473,395

$2,073,886,683

$2,001,965,499

$1,750,000,000

$1,800,000,000

$1,850,000,000

$1,900,000,000

$1,950,000,000

$2,000,000,000

$2,050,000,000

$2,100,000,000

$2,150,000,000

$2,200,000,000

$2,250,000,000

current $ estimates constant (2007) $ estimates

2004

2005

2006

Estimated Inflation-Adjusted (2007) per Capita Non-Automotive Retail Sales*  

  2004 2005 2006 % chg 05-06 

Ouachita Parish $13,815 $13,990 $14,742 5.4% 

Lincoln Parish $20,243 $22,639 $24,867 9.8% 

United States n/a $8,516 n/a n/a 

*Estimates of Parish retail sales are calculated from local sales tax collections. 

       Ouachita Parish is the retail center for the Northeast Louisiana region. Estimated retail sales in the Parish 
(and, by extension, in Northeast Louisiana) increased dramatically in 2006.  The growth paralleled that of the 
State in the aftermath of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  Strong increases in non-automotive retail sales likely 
resulted from hurricane-related insurance settlement dollars, federal assistance dollars, and income from 
relocated population that flowed into the Monroe MSA  from elsewhere in the State.  The increases are 
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Business Climate Data (continued) 
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Total New Car, Van, and Light Truck Registrations * (includes fleet) 

 2004 2005 2006 change 04-06 

NE LA 14,925 15,154 15,163 238 

Ouachita 6,527 6,862 6,725 198 

Lincoln 1,913 1,926 1,978 65 

Morehouse 1,185 1,012 1,036 -149 

Union 1,033 1,057 978 -55 

Louisiana 240,203 260,050 294,253 54,050 

Estimated Constant $ Value of New Vehicle Registrations * : Ouachita Only 

Estimated Constant $ Auto Sales: 2004 $249,853,005  Annual % Change 

Estimated Constant $ Auto Sales: 2005 $251,614,036  0.70% 

Estimated Constant $ Auto Sales: 2006 $238,254,422  -5.30% 

  *  New Car/truck registrations obtained from Cross-Sell Reports:  Statewide Dealer Summaries. 

* Retail sales are estimated from local sales tax revenue. 
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  Sales 

Tax% 

Property Tax  
Millage range*       

($ amount/$1000) 

               Louisiana Portion (statewide):  4.00  

                  Local Sales Tax Rates:   

Caldwell Parish 5.00 112.41-123.29 

East Carroll Parish   103.96-120.99 

   Lake Providence 7.00   

   Balance of Parish 5.00   

Franklin Parish   73.65-87.07 

   Gilbert, Wisner, Winnsboro 5.00   

   Balance of Parish 4.00   

Jackson Parish 5.00 101.86-111.61 

Lincoln Parish   74.0-155.70 

   Ruston 4.50   

   Grambling 4.75   

   Dubach 3.75   

   Choudrant 4.00   

   Balance of Parish 2.75   

Madison Parish   103.95-137.69 

   Tallulah, Richmond 5.50   

   Delta 4.50   

   Balance of Parish 3.50   

Morehouse Parish   71.35-100.91 

   Bastrop Including District 1 6.00   

   Bastrop Excluding District 1 5.50   

   Mer Rouge, Bonita, Collinston 5.00   

   Rural 3.00   

Ouachita Parish   79.11-
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Quality of Life   

Average Per Square Foot Prices for Existing Home Sales  (Sold Price   

 > $50,000)  2003-2006

$68.88

$69.85

$74.55
$75.47

$72.98

$75.33$75.04 $75.04

$64.00

$66.00

$68.00

$70.00

$72.00

$74.00

$76.00

current $ constant $

avg ppsqft 2003

avg ppsqft 2004

avg ppsqft 2005

avg ppsqft 2006

Source:  Northeast Louisiana Board of Realtors Multi-Listing Service Data, Ouachita and Contiguous Parishes 
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Existing Home Sales (Sold Price >$200,000) 2003-2006

$299,189

$304,585

$277,994

$280,341

$291,031

$300,419

$288,558$288,558

$260,000

$265,000

$270,000

$275,000

$280,000

$285,000

$290,000

$295,000

$300,000

$305,000

$310,000

current $ constant 2006 $

price 2003

price 2004

price 2005

price 2006

Source:  Northeast Louisiana Board of Realtors Multi-Listing Service Data, Ouachita and Contiguous Parishes 
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Residential Utility Rates for Louisiana and the United States: March 2006- February 2007 

Electricity Rates 
Mar-
06 

Apr-
06 

May-
06 

Jun-
06 

Jul- 
06 

Aug-
06 

Sep-
06 

Oct- 
06 

Nov-
06 

Dec-
06 

Jan-
07 

Feb-
07 

United States  
residential average  
cents/kwh 

9.84 10.31 10.60 10.85 10.97 10.94 10.94 10.55 10.22 9.81 10.05 9.88 

Louisiana  
residential average 
cents/kwh 

8.58 8.66 8.72 9.25 9.19 9.31 9.85 10.12 8.78 8.28 8.93 9.11 

Natural Gas Prices 
Mar-
06 

Apr-
06 

May-
06 

Jun-
06 

Jul- 
06 

Aug-
06 

Sep-
06 

Oct- 
06 

Nov-
06 

Dec-
06 

Jan-
07 

Feb-
07 

United States  
residential average 
price/mcf 

$13.20 $13.30 $14.39 
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